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sacrifice in favour of one of them, rightly judging that
this would be a sure means to step back into the con-
fidence he had been so craftily driven from. His
scheme, which he caused to be placed before the King,
was to go into Catalonia at the commencement of the
next campaign, to make a semblance of falling ill im-
mediately upon arriving, to send to Versailles a re-
quest that he might be recalled, and at the same time a
suggestion that M. de Vendorne (who would then be
near Nice, under Marechal Catinat) should succeed
him. In order that no time might be lost, nor the army
left without a general, he proposed to carry with him
the letters patent, appointing M. de Vendome, and
to send them to him at the same time that he sent to
be recalled.

It is impossible to express the relief and satisfaction
with which this proposition was received. The King
was delighted with it, as with everything tending to
advance his illegitimate children and to put a slight
upon the Princes of the blood. He coulcl not openly
have made this promotion without embroiling him-
self with the latter; but coming as it would from M.
de Noailles, he had nothing to fear, M. de Vendome,
once general of an army, could no longer serve in any
other quality, and would act as a stepping-stone for
M. du Maine.

From this moment M. de Noailles returned more
than ever into the good graces of the King. Every-
thing happened as it had been arranged. But the
secret was betrayed in the execution. Surprise was
felt that at the same moment M. de Noailles sent a re-
quest to be recalled, he also sent, and without waiting